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GENERAL AN)ESTHESIA FOR DENTAL SURGERY. By R. S. Walsh, M.A., B.M.,
B.Ch., F.F.A.R.C.S. (Pp. viii + 94; illustrated. 21s.) London: Longmans, 1960.
IN the author's preface to this book it is stated 'written primarily for students and general
practitioners of both medicine and dentistry.' With this proviso, one will understand why the
introductory physiology and pharmacology occupy only seventeen pages of the book. To
summarise such important basic data in this space is a very difficult task and in this Dr. Walsh
has been very successful. One might criticise his chapter on pharmacology as he gives all
the details of the drugs and then, when they are mentioned later in the text, he reiterates
his summary of their actions. This unnecessary repetition appears on more than one occasion.
It is appropriate that on the subject of dental anesthesia almost as much space should be
devoted to the section on apparatus as that which deals with the basic principles of
physiology and pharmacology. However, the author has assumed that all dental anisthetists
will have an intermittent flow apparatus at their disposal and, while this does apply frequently
when anesthetics are given in dental surgeries, it does not always apply to hospital practice
where ordinary non-anesthetic personnel may have to use the standard Boyle's machine.
The limitations of this machine for dental anxsthesia are adequately pointed out, but little
attempt is made to suggest how the machine can be used should there be no alternative
piece of equipment available.
By far the largest portion of this book deals with the use of nitrous oxide and oxygen
and with adjuvant drugs where these are necessary. This section is very clearly written and
should be of great value to occasional ana!sthetists. Consultants may take exception to the
technique which somewlhat resembles that of "do-it-yourself." However much one may
dislike this approach, it must be realised that there is little alternative for the occasional
anaxsthetist and for the general practitioner who has to give the majority of dental anesthetics
which are administered in this country.
The author, quite rightly, mentions and elaborates in some detail the conditions where
he thinks that anxsthesia should not be administered in the dental chair and where
hospitalisation and, possibly, full general anesthesia should be used. The reviewer feels that,
if his advice were taken more frequently, there would be fewer accidents in dental anxsthesia
administered in the dentists' surgery. The limitations which this type of anisthesia imposes
are many and the author of this book has surely done a great service in emphasising
this point.
The author proceeds to give a section at the back on administration of anesthetics for
major dental surgery. It is not possible to deal with this subject in a book such as this one
and, while much wise advice is given, it must, of necessity, be "do-it-yourself" techniques
and these are not suitable for the major dental cases and plastic surgery of the jaws and
fractured mandibles which are described. It will be noted that the preface of the book states
it is "for the trainee specialist anesthetist whose opportunities to gain experience are . . .
limited." It is felt that the last two chapters of the book, dealing as they do with major
ana2sthesia in the operating theatre, would be better omitted.
This book, undoubtedly, fills a great need for the general practitioner and the occasional
anssthetist whose only contact with the unconscious patient may be in the dental chair.
The style of writing is easy to follow and the book is well illustrated. Provided it does not
lead the occasional anzsthetist into a sense of false security, wherein he may try to cope
with the more major problems which are discussed in the book, it can be recommended for
general practitioners and dentists alike. J.W. D.
BEDSIDE DIAGNOSIS. By Charles Seward, M.D., F.R.C.P.(Ed.). Fifth Edition. (Pp. xix +
479. 25s.) Edinburgh and London: E. & S. Livingstone Ltd., 1960.
DR. SEWARD'S book has reached a fifth edition in ten years, and must be on the way to
becoming a medical best seller. It is successful because it is oriented towards the needs of
the physician "in practice," whose difficulty is in making a differential diagnosis of the chief
80